
DCAF’s International
Security Sector

Advisory Team (ISSAT)

Providing operational 
support to reinforce the 

international community’s 
security and justice 

reform capacity

Requests for support
Membership of ISSAT provides countries and multilateral 
organisations with access to significant SSR expertise. ISSAT 
reinforces the capacity of its Governing Board Members and 
does not directly implement programmes. Any request within 
the core service areas of ISSAT that contributes to a nationally 
driven SSR process will be considered. 

To request support, either contact ISSAT directly or through 
your country/organisation’s ISSAT Governing Board Represen-
tative. ISSAT’s activities are financed fully by its Members via 
a pooled funding and/or project funding mechanism. Through 
contributing core funding to ISSAT’s pooled funds, Members 
gain access to ISSAT key services and a host of SSR expertise, 
can call down support for their SSR programmes and benefit 
from reduced transaction costs. All funding to ISSAT is eligible 
as Official Development Assistance (ODA).

ISSAT’s Mission
ISSAT provides support to the international 
community to reinforce and strengthen 
their individual and collective efforts to 
improve security and justice, primarily in 
conflict affected and fragile states. ISSAT 
builds the capacity of its Members and 
the wider SSR community to provide more 
effective support to security and justice 
processes.

ISSAT Membership
ISSAT is a Member-based organisation that 
brings together 14 bilateral donors and a range 
of multilateral and regional actors active in 
supporting SSR processes. All are Members of 
ISSAT’s Governing Board.

ISSAT currently comprises the following 
members and multilateral partners:

Contact ISSAT

ISSAT supports its Members wherever their 
SSR Programmes operate. As a result, it has a 
global mandate and has been active in Africa, 
Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean, and 
Southeast Europe. 

For further information regarding joining ISSAT 
and about our funding mechanism, please 
contact us. 

Maison de la Paix
Chemin Eugène-Rigot 2E
1202 Geneva, Switzerland

PO Box 1360
1211 Geneva 1
Switzerland

FOR VISITORS BY POST

+41 (0)22 730 9400  contact@issat.dcaf.ch

http://issat.dcaf.ch
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About DCAF’s ISSAT
The Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control 
of Armed Forces (DCAF) was founded in October 
2000 on the initiative of the Swiss government. 
It is a centre of excellence, working to support 
security, development and the rule of law. DCAF‘s 
membership includes 63 Member states and 
six permanent observers. DCAF’s core services 
include: 
• Legal and policy advice on the development and 

implementation of policies in the area of security 
sector governance (SSG) and security sector  
reform (SSR);

• Assessment, design, implementation, monitoring 
and evaluation of SSR/SSG programmes;

• Capacity-development, including training;
• Development of knowledge products, services and 

tools for policy-makers and SSR practitioners.

The International Security Sector Advisory  
Team (ISSAT) is a division within DCAF. It was 
established in 2008, to help increase the capacity of 
the international community to support security and 
justice sector reform (SSR) mainly in post- 
conflict, development or transition environments.

ISSAT aims to enhance the effectiveness and quality 
of SSR programming in line with international good 
practice, and to increase the coordination and 
coherence of the international community’s support 
for SSR.
  
SSR aims to support the reform of security and 
justice institutions to both increase their effec-
tiveness but equally ensuring greater accountability 
and governance over their actions. SSR is increa-
singly seen by the international community as a 
peacebuilding tool, and a means to help prevent 
conflict. 

Advisory Field Support
ISSAT offers its Governing Board Members 
targeted, project-specific security and justice 
support at both headquarters and field level. 
Advisory field support is achieved through:
• Conceptualising, planning and  

conducting assessments
• Designing security and justice  

programmes
• Reviewing and evaluating programmes
• Long-term backstopping combined with 

short-term technical support
• Coaching and mentoring field staff
 
Support is provided primarily through 
short-term, in country deployment of core 
staff and roster members. ISSAT deliberately 
does not cover long-term human resource 
gaps, as these need to be recruited properly 
and staffed by the Governing Board Member.

DCAF’s ISSAT provides the following 
key services to its Members:

Training and Capacity 
Development
ISSAT supports the conduct of training 
as a core instrument to develop capacity 
and awareness on security and justice 
reform for personnel in the field and at 
headquarters. Training support includes:
• Introductory and Advanced level 

security and justice sector reform 
training

• E-learning
• Specialised training
• Support to security and justice  

training development

Knowledge Services
Through its knowledge services, ISSAT 
documents lessons and good practice, 
and fosters a learning environment 
for security and justice practitioners 
to exchange information, share good 
practice and facilitate communication, 
notably through:
• The Security and Justice Reform 

Community of Practice (CoP)
• Methodology and guidance 

development
• Development of practical tools
• Lesson learning facilitation
• Trends and challenges mapping

Advocacy and Outreach
ISSAT advocacy and outreach activities aim 
to bring about a whole-of-government and 
whole-of-system approach by its Governing 
Board Members, facilitate greater coordi-
nation, broaden knowledge on security 
and justice reform lessons, trends and 
challenges, and encourage the use of good 
practice across the wider international 
community. This is achieved through:
• Capital and Headquarters briefings and 

security and justice reform sensitisation
• High Level Panels/Forums
• Governing Board meetings
• Support to policy development
• Connecting practitioner communities
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