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THE TERRoR-STRiCkEN Will 

 „The Government of Dačić and Vučić is the first government after the one led 
by Zoran Đinđić which truly leads Serbia into the European Union and which 
attempts in realistic terms to solve the Kosovo issue. This Government has 
realized that there is only one European policy, which is independent from 
both left- and right-wing ideology and of nationalism and of civic orientation. 
Serbia has got a list of obligations with respect to the EU and Kosovo and 
Ivica Dačić and Aleksandar Vučić are working to tick off the boxes on the list. 
I support this government because someone will finally solve the issue of 
Kosovo because Kosovo is a condition of all conditions for pulling Serbia from 
the European bottom and changing of its ugly face.“ 

Vesna Pešić, sociologist, January 2013

 „Branko Lazarević, former head of staff of the Interior Minister Ivica Dačić, 
during his term in office as the head of staff, was leaking to the members 
of the criminal group led by Darko Šarić who were tasked with laundering 
money earned in cocaine sale, that they were under police surveillance. 
Lazarević is particularly interesting to the police and the prosecution because 
of his connection with Rodoljub Radulović aka Miša Amerika,“ Blic found out. 
„Criminal investigation against Radulović for trafficking 1.8 kilograms of 
cocaine is under way in Serbia.“ 

Blic, 25 January 2013

Kosovo is the consequence of the bottom in whi-
ch Serbia finds itself and the cul-de-sac faced 

by the Western international community. Therefo-
re final solution to the Kosovo issue cannot be „a 
condition of all conditions for pulling Serbia from 
the European bottom.“ Especially not in the way 
the present Government and the international co-
mmunity presently set it. The cause of the bottom 
in which Serbia finds itself are on the one hand un-
controlled security services, ravaged judiciary and 
moral and economically devastated society, which 

has essentially not confronted either its war-crimi-
nal or its command-economy past and on the other 
the change of the paradigm in international rela-
tions, primarily disunity within Europe concerning 
the new status of Kosovo. 

Vesna Pešić gave her shameful assessment abo-
ut allegedly the same commitment with which the 
incumbent Government leads Serbia towards the 
EU as the commitment which had previously been 
displayed only by the Government led by Zoran 
Đinđić precisely at the moment when representati-
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ves of the incumbent Government removed – with 
the help of the gendarmerie - the monument to 
the killed solders of the Liberation Army of Preše-
vo, Bujanovac and Medveđa in Preševo, the living 
former members of which had been pardoned – in 
accordance with strategic long-term perspective of 
Serbia as a part of the EU and with high internal co-
sts he had had to pay for it – by Zoran Đinđić. The 
incumbent Government deliberately forgets this 
pardon. It was impossible to hear from any mem-
ber of the incumbent Government to even use the 
phrase „former terrorists.“

What is the reason for such an assessment – 
whether it is the promotion of a new political or-
ganization, with an aim to deliberately delude the 
public, or inability to see the true state of affairs – is 
another question. In a series of recently published 
texts which analyze, compare and support the work 
of the incumbent Government, Vesna Pešić, for 
example, mentions Darko Šarić only as a marginal 
phenomenon in tabloid media, saying in passing 
that their assessments that the Government wo-
uld be brought down should Šarić choose to talk 
about everything he knows were merely scandal-
mongering and false.  Moreover, Vesna Pešić falsely 
accuses the said tabloids, primarily Informer and 
Kurir, for working for political obscurities and Sta-
te Security underground in which various factions 
fight for influence. Kurir and Informer are the voi-
ces not of the underground, but of the overground, 
the Government of Serbia, serving to cover up its 
connections to the underground and to realize its 
true dirty policies which have nothing to do with 
Europeanization of Serbia and which they do not 
dare publicly pursue due to pure opportunism, as 
well as to blackmail political partners and fully cri-
minalize entire political options and intimidate the 
public. Oh, yes, very Đinđić-like.

Vesna Pešić also writes a lot about how impor-
tant the will of Aleksandar Vučić in the fight against 
corruption is, how much capacity it has to finally 
build the much mentioned institutions and the sy-
stem which is lacking, as well about the courage of 
Dačić to finally come to grips with the issue of Ko-
sovo. The only question to which she does not have 
an answer is where the said will suddenly came 
from and what exactly changed since they were in 
opposition unwilling to budge an inch in the direc-
tion of normalization of relations with Priština.  

DEA, Mrs. Pešić, DEA made their will terror-stric-
ken. DEA is the US Drug Enforcement Administrati-

on which operates as a part of the Department of 
Justice. The Government will not be brought down 
when Šarić comes to talk, Kosovo will be brought 
down, it will be sold by Daćić and Vučić whom DEA 
seems to have caught tied up with Šarić in myriad 
different ways. Not only the two of them, but Niko-
lić as well. Kosovo will be bought by DEA on behalf 
of the Western international community. The way 
Thomas Jefferson accomplished the Louisiana Pur-
chase or Edwin Stanton, Lincoln’s Secretary of War, 
Alaska. It’s only that buying Kosovo’s independen-
ce has lasted a little longer. The West has tried at 
first to explain to Serbia that it cannot escape with 
impunity for systematic crimes committed against 
one’s own population, but has given up trying. And 
the paradigm has changed in the meantime. That’s 
why Nikolić, Vučić and Dačić were supported to 
assume power because it was possible to „negotia-
te“ with them. Đinđić wouldn’t have sold it like this, 
and Tadić didn’t need to either, because in the EU 
itself, regardless of the verdict by the International 
Court of Justice which ruled that the proclamation 
of independence by Kosovo was in line with inter-
national law, there are five countries which have 
not recognized Kosovo, as well as several members 
of the UN Security Council and dozens of UN mem-
ber states.   

The problem with such quick fix methodology 
is that it sweeps all the old problems under the 
carpet, transports them in a gendarmerie truck to 
a warehouse accompanied by a deafening silence 
of the Western international community and gene-
rates a lot of new problems for which there are no 
guarantees that they would ever be dealt with. „The 
Impression of the Week“ TV show in which the Justi-
ce Minister openly flirts with right-wing extremists 
will become a frequent experience in the years to 
come. The Serbian public will remain frustrated, be-
cause Kosovo will be lost without a clear message 
that it had been lost by the Milošević regime becau-
se it had used excessive state force against civilians 
– Kosovo Albanians. If such an approach is adopted, 
Đinđić’s pardon of Albanian political prisoners and 
members of the Liberation Army of of Preševo, Bu-
janovac and Medveđa, his extradition of Milošević 
to the Hague Tribunal, Tadić’s arrest of Mladić and 
Karadžić and their extradition to the Hague, will be 
remembered in the Serbian public as unnecessary 
actions made to quell the whimsical, anti-Serbian 
West. The acquittals of Gotovina, Markač and Hara-
dinaj will not be analyzed in the framework of badly 
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written charges, bad trial procedures in the Hague 
Tribunal and insufficient cooperation of Serbia with 
that Tribunal, even in the latter three cases, but in 
the framework of inflaming those frustrations.   

 „The Ours“ are becoming Serbia’s own brand of 
anti-immigration right-wing parties such as those 
existing in the Netherlands and Denmark, of anti-
Semite and racist MPs in the Hungarian Parliament 
etc. Serbia is „Europeanized“ in this way by Dačić 
and Vučić with an open assistance by the likes of 
Vesna Pešić. The West does not even more show 
an intention to consistently modernize Serbia. Ser-
bia is encircled by NATO troops, which was not the 
case in the 1990s. A potential damage which a ri-
ght-wing-authoritarian Serbia could inflict on the 
region in the 21st century is limited and precluded 
so that even the EU integration process can be used 
by the EU itself just as a bait, but not as an instru-
ment of reform.  

But there is one small difference. Up there in 
the EU there is majority awareness what is accep-
table and what is not. The Putin-Dodik style of dis-
ciplining the work of civil society organizations and 
open support to extreme right-wing organizations, 
authoritarianism and a lack of a division of power 
are still far away from reality of most EU member 
states. But in Serbia? In the EU, there are also inde-
pendent courts. In Serbia, they have been devasta-
ted, truthfully described by Vesna Rakić Vodinelić in 
an excellent text entitled Déjà vu published on the 
Peščanik website. What would have happened to a 
president of the parliamentary Justice Committee 
in an EU member state who openly and without 
any evidence threatens to a representative of a high 
judicial body and her family, blackmailing them to 
resign in exchange for granting them exemption 
from prosecution? The EU member states do have 
at least some control over their security services, 
especially their internal if not fully of their external 
(foreign-policy oriented) activities and in terms of 
the latter they at least allow organizations such as 
Human Rights Watch and others to do something, 
without calling them traitors and non-patriots.  

However, what is the state of affairs in the Serbi-
an security sector needs no longer be insisted upon 
only by the Humanitarian Law Center, Helsinki Co-
mmittee for Human Rights in Serbia, the Liberal 
Democratic Party, by families of workers of Radio 
Television Serbia killed in the bombing or families 
of soldiers killed in Topčider and Leskovac barracks 
or by victims of torture and their families or CEAS. 

Everything has been said by Defense Minister Vučić 
and Serbian President Nikolić, who have admitted 
that they have fallen into a snake’s nest. Ever since 
they shared their revelation with the general pu-
blic, nothing has changed. Everything is only even 
more obvious, as testified by such events as strife 
over the appointment of the new Police Director or 
by the fact that the measures to at least minimally 
mend this situation, which were proposed in Sum-
mer 2012 by Rodoljub Šabić, the Commissioner for 
Access to Public Information and Personal Data Pro-
tection and Saša Janković, the Ombudsman, have 
still not been considered by anyone yet.   

Our secret services are the only ones in Europe 
which have the mandate to conduct criminal inve-
stigations, are uncontrolled and as such much are 
more suited for political infighting and blackmail 
than for Vučić-led fight against corruption praised 
by the likes of Vesna Pešić with the assistance of Eu-
ropean Parliament Rapporteur for South-East Euro-
pe Jelko Kacin. Therefore we allegedly have politi-
cal will and a beginning of institution building in 
the fight against corruption on the one hand and 
fully decrepit judiciary, a lack of a will to process 
war crimes before domestic courts – as has recently 
been amply documented by the Humanitarian Law 
Fund – controlled media and uncontrolled security 
services, which, incidentally, were mentioned in a 
few lines by Pešić herself but who failed to connect 
them with Šarić or with the Kosovo situation and 
the fight against corruption, on the other.  

The Europeans are much more honest and see 
the situation better. The new status of Kosovo – now 
defined primarily as the intention to make Belgrade 
not obstruct Kosovo integration, but not as a nece-
ssary recognition of Kosovo by Serbia – has become 
a priority when Serbia is concerned. To accomplish 
this goal they are ready to risk to ruin many good 
things that they have in the meantime accom-
plished, such as strengthening mechanisms of tran-
sitional justice, dealing with war-criminal past and 
support to Serbia to establish some of elementary 
undisputable values which still hold their ground 
relatively firmly in the EU. They gave us a chance to 
do a service both to us and to them. In 2012, Serbia 
chose with a majority vote, with the support of the 
likes of Vesna Pešić, to do them a service more and 
to do ourselves an additional disservice. However, 
one gets an impression that despite the formal su-
pport, the West believes Vučić and Dačić much less 
than he does the likes of Vesna Pešić. That’s why the 
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fall 2012 decision by European Council have given 
the Government a homework which is supposed 
to test their strength to dirty their hands and fulfill 
what they have probably promised to DEA and ot-
hers – to link the fight against corruption with the 
situation in northern Kosovo. 

Namely, in Serbia ruled by the great anti-
corruption fighter Vučić and Kosovo-Serbian refor-
mer Dačić there is a systemic problem – in northern 
Kosovo the Serbian Business Registers Agency exi-
sts, but not the representatives of tax and banking 
inspections which would control whether compa-
nies registered by the Serbian Business Registers 
Agency do business within the limits of law, whet-
her they exist at all, how they were bought, who the 
real owners are and whether and why they have 
bankrupted. Therefore it is quite common that, for 
example, smugglers go to the customs check po-
int Kraljevo, then proceed to the administrative line 
with Kosovo with their goods on account of which 
their taxes were deduced as the ones which would 
be sold in northern Kosovo. They do not decide to 
take an easier way and simply remain in central Ser-
bia. It is easier and „cleaner“ to truly enter Kosovo, 
sell the tax-deduced goods to a firm registered in 
the northern-Kosovo branch of the Serbian Busi-
ness Registers Agency, which they had previously 
themselves set up, investing around 500 Euros for 
all necessary expenses, to „close“ it in one way or 
the other and thus obtain goods on which they can 
earn up to 30,000 Euros per truck. 

To fix this problem, Dačić’s readiness to agree to 
integrated control of borders is not enough and it is 
where Vučić’s readiness for an honest fight against 
corruption can be tested. It is necessary to close 
the Serbian Business Registers Agency in northern 
Kosovo, to allow EULEX and Kosovo institutions to 
conduct business registers and control their opera-
tion, to close alternative crossings on the Serbian 
side, both the factually existing and the budgetary 
existing ones. At least supervision of flows of bud-
getary funds earmarked for the latter was deman-
ded by the Liberal Democratic Party, but their pro-
posal was loudly rejected by the new Europeans, 
supported by the likes of Vesna Pešić.  

It is thus expected of Serbia to abolish, in due 
time, parallel fiscal institutions. However, this is not 
something the new reformers and anti-corruption 
fighters talk about. Information that the model of 
two Germanys had been discussed with Priština 
and the EU was easier leaked than any information 

about this kind of thing. The sorting out of the mess 
in northern Kosovo will also require an internal par-
ty agreement of the ruling parties, those which 
have their party branches in northern Kosovo. And 
this is a point where not even DEA can terror-strike 
anyone into doing so. 

This, as the missing link, was the topic which 
was broached by the team of the TV show Insider 
led by Brankica Stanković, B92 journalist, who un-
dergoes serious harassment of unruly extremist 
organizations openly entrusted by the incumbent 
Government, supported by the likes of Vesna Pešić, 
to pursue their true anti-European policies. 

Brankica Stanković was among the first who 
supported the request by CEAS and by Žanka Sto-
janović, the representative of families of workers ki-
lled in the NATO bombing of Radio Television Serbia 
(RTS) building, to include their cases among those 
who will be investigated by the newly established 
Commission for the Inquiry into the Murders of Jo-
urnalists, at the helm of which the Government of 
Serbia appointed Veran Matić, the editor in chief 
of B92. However, this motion has not (yet?) been 
supported by RTS, Veran Matić or Ljiljana Smajlo-
vić, a member of the Commission who is also the 
president of the Association of Serbian Journalists 
or by the Association of Serbian Journalists. The In-
dependent Association of Serbian Journalists, the 
Association of Independent Electronic Media and 
the Independent Society of Serbian Journalists 
have supported it, as well as many other individuals 
and organizations and to whom we are thankful. 

PS. I have not been able to understand what a 
policy independent of civic orientation or ideology 
is. Vesna Pešić namely says that: „This Government 
has realized that there is only one European policy, 
independent of both left- and right-wing ideology 
and of nationalism and of civic orientation.“  



The Center for Euro-Atlantic Studies – CEAS is an inde-
pendent, atheist, socially oriented left liberal think-tank or-
ganisation, founded in 2007 in Belgrade. With its high quality 
research work CEAS generates precise analysis in the field of 
foreign, security and defence policy of the Republic of Serbia. 
Simultaneously, CEAS publicly promotes innovative, applicable 
recommendations and creates practical policy whose aims are:

Strengthening of the socially oriented, left liberal  �
democracy in Serbia1

Adopting the principle of precedence of individual over co- �
llective rights, without disregard for the rights which indivi-
duals can only achieve through collective action
Development of the of the concept of transitional justice  �
and the establishment of mechanisms for its enforcement 
in the Western Balkans region, exchange of positive expe-
riences, emphasising the importance of mechanisms of 
transitional justice for a successful security sector reform in 
post-conflict societies in transition towards democracy
Acceleration of the processes of Serbian EU integration and  �
strengthening of its capacities for confronting global chall-
enges through collective international action
Strengthening cooperation with NATO and advocacy for  �
Serbian Atlantic integration
Strengthening a secular state principle and promoting an  �
atheistic understanding of the world
Contributing to the erection and preservation of a more  �
open, safe, prosperous and cooperative international or-
der, founded on the principles of smart globalisation and 
equitable sustainable development and the international 
norm of ‘Responsibility to Protect’
CEAS fulfils the mentioned activities through various pro-

1 Social liberalism claims that society needs to protect 
freedoms and equal opportunities for all citizens and 
encourage mutual cooperation between government and 
market institutions through a liberal system. In the process 
of evolution, it agrees that some limitations placed upon 
economic affairs are needed, such as anti-monopoly laws in 
the fight against economic monopoly, regulatory bodies or 
legislation concerning minimum pay. Social liberals believe 
that governments can (or must) cater for the comfort, health 
protection and education through revenue gained from 
taxes, so to enable the best use of the populations’ talent. 
Furthermore, liberal-socialism fights against extreme forms 
of capitalism and communism. It also vows for calmer anti-
clericalism and religious freedom.

jects assorted in four permanent programmes:
Advocacy for Serbian Euro-Atlantic Integration �
Security Sector Reform in Serbia �
Transitional justice �
Liberalism, Globalisation, International Relations and Hu- �
man Rights 
CEAS is an active member of the REKOM coalition which 

gathers more than 1,800 civil society organisations, individu-
als from all the countries stemming from the breakup of for-
mer SFRY. Among them are also missing persons’  parental 
and family societies, veterans, news reporters, representatives 
of minority ethnic communities, organisations for the protec-
tion of human rights, etc. The REKOM coalition suggests that 
governments (or states) establish REKOM, an independent, in-
ter-state Regional Commission for the Establishment of Facts 
on all the victims of war crimes and other heavy human rights 
violations undertaken on the territory of the former SFRY in the 
period 1991-2001.

During 2012 CEAS became an associate member of the in-
ternational association of expert non-governmental organisati-
ons (think-tanks) from Europe and Central Asia – PASOS, which 
supports the erection and functioning of an open society, es-
pecially in relation to issues of political and economic transiti-
on, democratisation and human rights, opening up of the eco-
nomy and good public governance, sustainable development 
and international cooperation. PASOS now has 40 full and 10 
associate members, amongst which is the prestigious Europe-
an Council on Foreign Relations from London-ECFR, and, until 
now, only the Belgrade Centre for Security Policy -BCBP, from 
the non-governmental sector in Serbia. 

During the same year, the Center for Euro-Atlantic Studies 
became the first civil society organisation from the region of 
South-Eastern Europe to join the International Coalition for the 
Responsibility to Protect – ICRtoP  as a full member. The coali-
tion brings together non-governmental organisations from all 
over the world to collectively strengthen normative consensus 
for the doctrine of Responsibility to Protect (RtoP), with the aim 
of better understanding the norm, pushing for strengthened 
capacities of the international community to prevent and halt 
genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against hu-
manity and mobilise the non-governmental sector to push for 
action to save lives in RtoP country-specific situations. Among 
the prominent members of the Coalition are organisation such 
as the Human Rights Watch -HRW and the International Crisis 
Group - ICG.
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