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The European Union Security
Sector Governance Facility: an
expert consortium to bolster the
EU’s support to partner countries’
security sector governance and
reform processes
Since the Lisbon Treaty came into force in 2009, the European
Union (EU) has evolved into a global leader in supporting
partner countries in the area of security sector reform (SSR).
The EU’s support to SSR seeks to strengthen partner countries
in their provision of eﬀective and accountable security to
men, women, boys and girls, underpinned by respect for
human rights, democracy, rule of law and the principle of
good governance.
Through a wide range of cooperation instruments, specialized
agencies and Common Security and Defence Policy (CSDP)
missions, and in coordination with support from its Member
States, the EU’s operational, strategic and policy programmes
strengthen key institutions, actors and processes across a
broad range of issues. These include supporting national
security and SSR strategies; governance of the security sector;
community security; democratic oversight and accountability;
gender equality; transitional, traditional and customary
justice; police and penal reform; and defence.
In 2016, EU Member States’ endorsed a new EU-wide Strategic
Framework to support Security Sector Reform, signalling a
strong collective will to achieve greater eﬀectiveness and
coherence in EU stabilizing and human security engagements
in fragile and post-conflict se"ings, within a framework of
good governance.
CONTACTS

For more information please contact the Head of EU SSG Facility,
Thomas Vennen: t.vennen@dcaf.ch
To formally request the support of the EU SSG Facility please contact
EU IcSP FPI.2 Programme Manager, Sebastien Babaud:
Sebastien.BABAUD@ec.europa.eu

Purpose
The EU SSG Facility, funded by the ‘Instrument contributing to
Stability and Peace’ (IcSP), provides a unique service to all EU actors and
instruments – political/diplomatic; external action instruments; crisis
response; and CSDP civilian and military actors at all levels – in
providing responsive, flexible and eﬀective expertise for emerging
needs in countries undergoing security sector reform and
transformation.
The Facility includes recognized experts with experience in the security,
justice and governance sector, supported by a solid, experienced
backstopping team drawn from the individual consortium members.
The Facility can:
• Provide technical expertise to tackle priority security sector reform
needs and provide on-request support to national processes.
This can include capacity development for partner countries,
institutions and actors, as well as EU actors and instruments.
• Enhance coherence in the way the EU supports SSR, through the
development of lessons, tools, mechanisms and methodologies
that can be shared among EU actors and instruments.
• Ensure enduring change by building awareness and capacity
around the use of the EU SSR Strategic Framework in support of
national processes.

The consortium
The consortium responsible for implementing the Facility comprises
the Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of Armed Forces (DCAF);
the Folke Bernado!e Academy (FBA); and Justice Coopération
Internationale (JCI).
These three organizations lead the international field of SSR in
developing innovative approaches, mapping and analysing emerging
trends, and identifying and applying good practices in many security
and justice sector contexts around the world. Each has extensive
experience in assisting national actors on the one hand, and the
international community supporting national SSR processes on the
other. By pooling their expertise, the three organizations can deliver
bespoke services to all EU actors and instruments, and their
counterpart governments and institutions in the field.
The consortium has also associated the African Security Sector
Network (ASSN) and the Netherlands Institute of International
Relations, Clingendael, to draw on their distinct expertise.
The Facility is jointly steered by the European Commission Foreign
Policy Instrument (FPI); the European External Action Service PRISM
division (Prevention of conflicts, Rule of law/SSR, Integrated approach,
Stabilization and Mediation); and the Facility’s Key Experts. This will
ensure that all requests for support missions are treated in a structured
and transparent manner and that deployed expertise best matches the
needs and expectations of the Facility’s beneficiaries, and meets the
highest standards.
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