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Session Objectives 

 

 

•To explain why & how non-state justice providers 

contribute to the SSR process 

 

•To illustrate the advantages/disadvantages of non-state 

justice providers’ involvement in SSR processes 
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Key security and justice actors 

State 
providers 

Non-state 
oversight 

State 
oversight 

SECURITY AND JUSTICE PROVIDERS 

GOVERNANCE, OVERSIGHT AND MANAGEMENT BODIES 

STATE NON-STATE 

Non-state justice providers 

ωDefense lawyers 

ωLegal aid bodies 

ωVictim support groups 

ωΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 

•Informal justice providers  
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What does informal mean? 

•Wide range of systems and  

     mechanisms 

•Resolving disputes and  

     regulating conduct by a  

     third party that is  

     not part of the judiciary  

•Traditional, indigenous, 

     customary a.s.f. 

 



© DCAF/ISSAT 

Why is it important?  

•Accessible/Quick 

•Affordable 

•Understandable  

•Community sees it as ‘’just’’ 

•Informal justice may 

function even in 

stabilization/conflict context 
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How to engage and support?  

•Creating links (formal – informal) 

 

 

 

•Accountability mechanisms 

 

 

• Influence / advocacy (training, advisory support) 

 

 

•Local partners are critical   
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What are the challenges? 
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Exercise 

Case studies on informal justice 
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Exercise ï case studies 

•Rwanda – Gacaca justice 

 

 

•Timor-Leste – Community-based Reconciliation Processes 

 

 

•Mozambique  –  Traditional justice through healing 
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Case studies: assignment 

•30 min reading and preparation (max 5 min) 

  

•Presentation 

–Briefly outline the situation (background) 

–Identify advantages & disadvantages of the informal 

justice system from your case study 
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 example 
Rwanda ï Gacaca courts 
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Video: Rwanda Gacaca Justice  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ZEB5rwGvl4
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First Nations Courts BC Canada 

•Restorative justice 

•Guilty plea 

•Except murder charges 

•Peacekeeping principles 

•First Nations traditions 

•Healing Plan 

 

•http://www.aboriginal.legal

aid.bc.ca/rights/firstNation

sCourt.php 
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Remember 
 

  

•Accessible – Affordable – 

Understandable 

 

•Linkage between formal & 

informal justice systems 

 

 

•Take informal justice into 

account in the SSR process 


