
 
 

SSR Papers: Call for Proposals   
 
 

 
DCAF’s new flagship publication series SSR Papers is intended to contribute innovative thinking 
on important themes and approaches related to Security Sector Reform (SSR) in the broader 
context of Security Sector Governance (SSG). SSR Papers provide original and provocative 
analysis on topics that are directly linked to the challenges of a governance-driven SSR agenda. 
They are intended for researchers, policy-makers and practitioners involved in this field. Ten 
SSR Papers have been published to date, and they are all accessible at: 
http://www.dcaf.ch/Series-Collections/SSR-Papers.    
 
DCAF would like to commission three new SSR Papers relating to key areas of SSR-related 
activity in post-conflict environments: SSR and disarmament, demobilization and reintegration 
(DDR); SSR and mine action; and SSR and small arms and light weapons (SALW) control.  
 

1. SSR and Disarmament, Demobilization and Re-integration 
When wars end, armed forces are generally downsized and armed groups disbanded, which 
implies a major change in life for the concerned individuals. Beginning in the late 1980s, external 
actors began to take a keen interest in promoting post-conflict downsizing of forces and 
reintegration of individuals in civilian society as an instrument of post-conflict peacebuilding. 
Disarmament, demobilization and reintegration (DDR) has become part of the core repertoire of 
post-war donor reconstruction assistance and is rightly seen as a central element of a long-term 
peacebuilding process. What is often overlooked, however, is that DDR has security implications 
beyond the cessation of hostilities among warring parties and influences the conditions for 
security sector reconstruction and reform. These links between SSR and DDR need to be better 
understood.  

 
2. SSR and Mine Action 
Landmines and unexplored ordnance (UXO) affect communities and individuals long after 
conflicts and therefore have a profound effect on opportunities for post-conflict peacebuilding. 
They pose long-term social, economic and environmental threats that deny the use of fertile 
land and access to water, as well as the flow of people, goods and services. There is also an 
important security risk from abandoned explosive ordnance stockpiles or caches which, if not 
properly secured or destroyed, offer readily available supplies for insurgents, rebel groups and 
criminals. Mine action is therefore an important aspect of post-conflict peacebuilding, both in its 
own right and as an enabling activity for other elements of the peacebuilding agenda, such as 
security sector reform.   

 
3. SSR and Small Arms and Light Weapons Control 
In the aftermath of violent conflict, large numbers of small arms and light weapons (SALW) often 
remain in the hands of government forces, warring parties and civilians. The flow of illicit arms 

http://www.dcaf.ch/Series-Collections/SSR-Papers


contributes to an atmosphere of insecurity, which further increases the demand for arms. Ex-
combatants and criminals also take advantage of the lack of effective and functional security 
institutions to perpetuate crime and revenge attacks. The result is a cycle of violence which is a 
direct legacy of conflict and which presents significant challenges for post-conflict 
peacebuilding. The removal of weapons from circulation after conflict is one of the main 
conditions for successful post-conflict peacebuilding. So far the link between SALW control and 
SSR is not properly understood, while valuable lessons are likely to be learned from recent SSR 
practise.   

 
 

Submitting a Paper Proposal 
 
Experts interested in authoring or co-authoring a SSR Paper on one of these topics are invited 
to submit a proposal. Each proposal should include  
 

1. an abstract that provides a short description of the substance of the paper, including the 
main questions to be examined and arguments to be presented (150-180 words),  

2. a draft table of contents of the proposed paper, and  
3. a brief biography (80-100 words) of the author(s).  

 
All submissions must be received by 15 May 2014 and should be emailed to: k.reed@dcaf.ch. 
Please note that acceptance is not guaranteed and that the proposal will be evaluated based on 
its suitability to the goals and focus of this SSR Papers series. Applicants will be notified of the 
status of their submission by 15 June 2014.  
 
First full drafts of accepted papers will have to be submitted to DCAF by 15 September 2014. 
Manuscripts should be 20,000-25,000 words in length. The fee offered per paper is 2,500 CHF.  
 
Please feel free to forward this call to interested colleagues. 
 
DCAF looks forward to receiving paper proposals in response to the call.  
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