
Security Sector Governance 
and Reform (SSG/R) 
contribution to Preventing 
Violent Extremism (PVE)
TRAINING COURSE

Course Description
This course provides participants with 
knowledge and practical tools to better 
understand the drivers (root causes and 
triggers) of violent extremism in contexts 
of fragility. It includes a strong component 
on the security and development nexus 
and covers dimensions related to human 
security, access to justice and community 
violence reduction (CVR). It also touches 
upon the holistic nature of SSG/R, including 
sessions on policing, national security 
strategy, relations with the media and 
strategic communication in contexts of VE. 

The course was developed acknowledging 
that significant improvements must 
be made in prioritising interventions 
that address the structural causes and 
aggravating factors that create insecurity, 
marginalisation, and grievances. It is in 
this context that the crucial role of SSG/R 
becomes most apparent.

About ISSAT

DCAF’s International Security Sector 
Advisory Team (ISSAT) provides 
practical support to the international 
community in its efforts to improve 
security and justice, primarily 
in conflict-affected and fragile 
states. It does this by working with 
a group of member states and 
institutions to develop and promote 
good security and justice reform 
practices and principles, and by 
helping its members to build their 
capacity to support national and 
regional security and justice reform 
processes.

Benefits of attending
The course will enable you to:

• Understand the drivers (root causes and 
triggers) of violent extremism within the 
context of conflict and fragility.

• Identify and prioritise the drivers which can 
be managed and mitigated through SSG in 
the short and long term.

• Explore and apply options for change in 
improving security and justice service 
delivery.

• Enhance individual and collective 
competence in applying integrated thinking 
on SSG/R contribution to address violent 
extremism.

Who should attend
The course will target senior practitioners 
and professionals – including civilian, military 
and police personnel, as well as civil society 
representatives and professionals from the 
private sector – who are working closely on 
issues related to SSG/R and violent extremism 
such as governance, rule of law, police reform, 
defence reform, justice reform, disarmament, 
demobilisation and reintegration. The course 
also targets those involved in programme 
design, management and implementation, 
mission planning and delivery and/or in 
political/policy dialogues.

DCAF-ISSAT is commited to selecting 
diverse participants in terms of professional 
and organisational background, age and 
nationality, as well as gender balance.

Learning methodology
The course will use interactive and 
peer-learning activities while adopting 
a problem-solving approach through 
a series of case studies, hands-on 
practical exercises, simulations and 
group activities to help participants 
understand the challenges related 
to SSG/R in practice. An inductive 
approach is used in every session of 
the course in order to place participants 
at the centre of the training.
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For further details about the course 
or customized solutions, please 
contact:

E-mail: training@issat.dcaf.ch

Web: https://issat.dcaf.ch


